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Monday 20th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It isn’t usual for me to write a newsletter on a Monday, but after the long Easter holiday and the 2 
weeks of closure before that, I feel like we need to reconnect; you are all very much in our 
thoughts.  
 
You will no doubt have heard that there isn’t yet a plan to reopen schools.  Whilst we all want to 
return to normal life as quickly as possible, we must take heed of the advice from scientists and 
stay safe and well at home where we can and until further notice.  
 
Home Learning is available on the website as usual, but we want to find out what you think about 
our provision to ensure we tailor it to your needs. As such, we are asking you to complete a survey 
via the following link - https://forms.gle/xAs7B8GFuYCQpUTz9. Please could you complete this no 
later than Wednesday 22nd April if at all possible; whilst this is short notice, it takes only a few 
minutes to complete and then gives us time to amend plans for the coming week should we need 
to. 
 
Mentally Healthy 
 
In these uncertain times, it is often hard to keep positive. There is a range of useful resources to 
assist parents, staff and pupils in finding ways to achieve good mental health.  I have sent some of 
them before, but they are frequently updated and you may find a tip to two that is useful: 
 
 https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/anna-freud-learning-network/coronavirus/     
 
We are also making available to you a very useful Parent Support Pack via our website, scroll 
down to Headteacher’s letters to parents:   
https://st-marys.richmond.sch.uk/coronavirus-advice/  
 
Evelina Advice 
 
We have also received advice from the Evelina London Children’s Hospital in south London, which 
has noted a reduction in the number of children presenting to their Paediatric services. In some 
cases, this has resulted in a significant number of children presenting late who are then critically 
unwell. They have asked us to pass on this link to you: 
 
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2020-
04/covid19_advice_for_parents_when_child_unwell_or_injured_poster.pdf  
 
Music Offer 
 
Our specialist music teacher, Sarah Dearlove has been using the online software Zoom to connect 
with her community choir members. Sarah is offering to connect with the St Mary's community in 
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the same way by hosting children's SingAlong sessions (daytimes) in addition to her adult 
SingAlong sessions (evenings). As well as these uplifting online SingAlong sessions, Mrs Dearlove 
is offering piano and vocal tuition, which can all be booked online using a secure booking system. 
Please contact Sarah Dearlove through her website for more information: 
www.sarahdearlovemusic.co.uk  
 
A message from SPEAR- our local charity 
 
You may have seen in the news that there has been a national launch of The 2.6 Challenge.  
 
SPEAR are delighted to be one of the charities included in this challenge.  You can read SPEAR’s 
latest press release about launching this challenge here, with activities that you may like to 
become involved in:  
https://www.spearlondon.org/the-2-6-challenge-save-the-uks-charities/     
 
 
Why the 2.6 Challenge? 
The Covid-19 pandemic has had a devastating effect on charities, with the cancellation of 
thousands of events and the loss of massive amounts in fundraising income at a time when 
services are in more demand than ever. 
  
The 2.6 Challenge will launch on Sunday 26 April – what should have been the date of the 40th 
London Marathon, the world’s biggest one-day annual fundraising event. The aim is not only to 
raise vital funds for SPEAR but get up, get active and have fun. 
 
We’re asking you to take part in an activity of your choice based around the numbers 2.6 or 26 and 
fundraise or donate to support via twopointsixchallenge.co.uk 
  
How to take part: 
 
People of all ages are taking on The 2.6 Challenge with a host of activities – from walking, running 
or cycling 2.6 miles, juggling for 2.6 minutes, to holding online workouts with 26 friends. The ideas 
and options are endless, but we’ve attached a few to get you started. 
 
The only requirement is that you must follow Government guidelines on exercise and social 
distancing. Most people are taking part from Sunday 26 April but you can do your activity whenever 
is most convenient for you.  
 
There are just five simple steps to take: 
 
1. Dream up your 2.6 challenge  
2. You can head to twopointsixchallenge.co.uk to set up a fundraising page.  Alternatively you 
could make a donation directly yourself, £26 on the marathon theme, or whatever you can afford.  
All the money you raise on these pages will go to SPEAR 
3. Ask all your friends and family to sponsor you and challenge them to do their own 2.6 Challenge 
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4. Complete your challenge 
5. Share a photo or video of your challenge on social media with #TwoPointSixChallenge and 
remember to tag us in as we will be sharing supporter stories on our channels 
  
You can set up a page on either JustGiving or Virgin Money Giving.  Please do this via the 2.6 
Challenge website as they will split any money they raise centrally on a pro rata basis to what you 
raise.   
 
If you go directly to JustGiving and Virgin Giving, we will still get the money you raise but won’t get 
a share of centrally raised funds. 
 
Schooldays - uniform supplier 
 
We have been asked to let you know how things are going for our uniform suppliers, should you 
wish to think ahead! 
 
They continue to receive and process orders and are currently on schedule with most suppliers. 
Very few suppliers are closed, and those that are have committed to fulfilling orders in a timely 
fashion once all reopens.  The process going forwards is as follows:  
 

 Parents will be encourage to make a pre-booked 30 min appointment 

 Social distancing will take place - in current practice with other shops 

 Where possible we hope parents will purchase on line - we are offering free postage and 
free returns 

 We also offer a click and collect service from store 
 

See the website for further details: www.schooldaysllp.co.uk  
 
Shhhhhhhhh- Keep an eye out for something special arriving electronically within the next 
few days; we are sending the children a message, with our love.   
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Angela Abrahams 
Headteacher 
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