
Parent/carer document – end of year expectations for writing 

 

Year 1 

Handwriting 
• Children should be able to sit correctly at the table, holding a pencil 

comfortably and correctly  
• They will begin to form lower-case (a) and capital letters correctly (A)  
• Understand which letters belong to which handwriting families  

Ladder Letters: l, i, t, u, j, y. 
One-Armed Robot Letters: r, b, n, h, m, k, p. 
Curly Caterpillar Letters: c, a, o, d, g, q, e, s, f. 
Zigzag Monster Letters: v, w, x, z. 
Phonics  

• By the end of Year 1 children will sit a national phonics assessment 
(reading)  

• At this stage, pupils will be spelling some words in a phonetically 
plausible way, even if sometimes incorrectly.  

• Misspellings of words that pupils have been taught to spell should be 
corrected.  

• Children will be able to spell the Year 1 common exception rules which 
are spellings that phonics cannot be used for.  

Sound mats and common exception words are attached below  

Fundamentals 
• Leaving spaces between words  
• Joining words and joining clauses using ‘and’  

I went to the park and we had a pear.  
• Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter, full stop, question 

mark or exclamation mark  
Where is the park? 

• Using capital letters for the names of people, places, days of the week 
and the personal pronoun ‘I’ 

I went to the park on Sunday.  
Punctuation and grammar: 

• Use the spelling rule for adding -s or -es  
If the ending of a words sounds like /s/ or /z/ it is spelt as -s. If the 

ending sounds like /iz/ and forms an extra syllable in the word it is spelt as 
-es. For example: cats /s/   dogs /s/  catches /iz/  

• Using the prefix -un  
Added to the beginning of a word without any changes to the root word. For 
example, unhappy, undo, unfair, unwise  
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• Using the suffixes -ing, -ed, -er and est where no change is needed in 
the spelling of the words  

jump---jumped, hunt---hunter, jump---jumping, fresh---freshest  
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Common exception words 

 


