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Handwriting 

• All children should be joining their letters cursively as demonstrated by the 

handwriting document below 

Spelling rules 

• Please see the link attached for the spelling appendix on the government 

website which will give you a list of spelling rules for each year group.   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-

_English_220714.pdf#page=39&zoom=100,76,76 

Common exception words mat for Year 3 and 4 are attached below  

 

 

Fundamentals 

• Using a full range of punctuation from other year groups: full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks, commas in a list, apostrophes for possession 

and contractions (please see Year 2 parent guide for further information) 

• Using fronted adverbials with a comma  

• Punctuating direct speech correctly  

• Paragraphs used to group ideas  

Punctuation and grammar   

• Use the possessive apostrophe correctly for plurals, e.g. girls’, boys’, 

children’s. 

• Use an adverbial phrase at the start of a sentence followed by a comma, 

e.g. Later that day, I heard the news. 

Fronted adverbials tell you when, where or how something has happened.  

1. A few hours later, the boy decided to run home as he was late.  

2. Outside in the beautiful nature reserve, the ladies sat in their chairs and 

soaked up the sun.  

3. As quiet as a mouse, the boys crept downstairs and through the front door. 

 

•  Use pronouns to avoid repeating words. 

Sally was walking her bike down the street when suddenly it stopped.  

RATHER THAN  

Sally was walking Sally’s bike down the street when suddenly the bike stopped. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf#page=39&zoom=100,76,76
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf#page=39&zoom=100,76,76
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf#page=39&zoom=100,76,76


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 and 4 spelling list 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Punctuating direct speech correctly. 

Rules:  

1. Inverted commas go around what is said  

2. If you start with a reporting clause (Mohammad said,) you must use a 

comma after it and before writing the speech. Mohammed said, “What a 

beautiful day!”  

3. If you start with a reporting clause you cannot end your speech with a 

comma as it does not indicate the end of the sentence. 

4. If you begin you sentence with speech, you can end it with either a !, ? or , 

NEVER a full stop. “I feel really excited,” said Joe.  

 

• Expanded noun phrase with preposition (where is it happening) 

They sat amongst the rowdy, unmanageable crowd. 

The evil, fierce monster dragged the boy along the floor.  


