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Handwriting 

• All children should be joining their letters cursively as demonstrated by the 

handwriting document below 

Spelling rules 

• Please see the link attached for the spelling appendix on the government 

website which will give you a list of spelling rules for each year group.   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-

_English_220714.pdf#page=39&zoom=100,76,76 

Common exception words mat for Year 5 and 6 are attached below  

 

 
Fundamentals 

• Using a full range of punctuation from other year groups: full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks, commas in a list, apostrophes for singular and 

plural possession, contractions and using commas after fronted adverbials 

(please see other parent guides for further information) 

• Use a range of parenthesis   

• Punctuating direct speech correctly  

• Paragraphs used to group ideas  

Punctuation and grammar  

• Using a range of parenthesis  

Parenthesis is a way to add extra information. This can be done in three ways- 

1) Use of brackets eg: John (in Year 4) walked to the hall.  

2) Use of dashes eg: John – in Year 4 – walked to the hall.  

3) Use of commas eg: John, in Year 4, walked to the hall.  

 

• Use commas for clarity  

1) Adding commas to make your sentence clearer. For example: ‘Let’s eat 

Callum!’ ‘Let’s eat, Callum!  

2) Adding extra information (please see parenthesis section above) 

 

• use time and place adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs 

 e.g. following that, minutes later, finally, nearby, in a distant kingdom. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf#page=39&zoom=100,76,76
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf#page=39&zoom=100,76,76
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf#page=39&zoom=100,76,76


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• add information to sentences using relative clauses starting with: who, 

when, which, where, whose, that. 

Benjamin, whose arm bands were yellow, enjoyed swimming in the pool.  

The swimming pool, which was in Twickenham, was full of lovely children.  

• use modal verbs in my writing: might, could, should, may, should etc. 

These are verbs that indicate likelihood, ability, permission or obligation. For 

example, ‘The boy should go to the park today.’  

Example piece of work 

 



Year 5 and 6 spelling list 


